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Acting Principal 

Lesley Besanko 
 
School Supervision 
Times 

8.45am - 9.00am 
3.15pm - 3.30pm 
 
 

 

 

Dates to remember  

Mother’s Day 
Sunday 10th May 
 
Year 6 to Year 7 
Transition Forms 
Friday 29th May. 
Return to school 
via post (prepaid 
envelop supplied) 
or drop at the office  
 

 

 

Key reminders 

All updates will be sent on 
Xuno 

Students work is sent on 
SEESAW CLASS 

Complete Roll Marking 
Activity on Seesaw every 

day before 10am 

Thursday 7th May 

2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Many thanks once again to families for the continued support that you are providing 
to assist your children during remote learning. 
 
Learning from home in a school setting 
When you start to think about helping your child to learn from home, remember that 
no one expects you to be a subject matter expert or teacher. The most important thing 
you can do is to continue to provide comfort, support and encouragement to your 
child. 
You can help your child to learn from home by working with school and supporting 
your child as they undertake the activities provided. 
 
Your child's responsibilities during remote learning 
You should change these responsibilities according to the age, stage and individual 
needs of your child. 
 
Your child's responsibilities include: 

 regularly monitor Seesaw for activities, announcements and feedback from their 
teachers 

 do their best work by completing tasks with integrity and academic honesty 

 do their best to meet deadlines 

 communicate openly with their teachers and tell them if they have any concerns or 
issues 

 collaborate and support their classmates 

 continue to abide by their school’s behaviour guidelines. 
 
Differences between learning from home and home schooling 
Learning from home is different to home schooling (also known as home education). 

 
Learning from home 

Learning from home is a school-based remote and flexible learning model. Under this 
model of learning schools continue to support your child with learning tasks and 
technology support (as needed). 
 
Home schooling 
Home schooling means: 

 the child is no longer enrolled at a school 

 the child must be registered for home schooling with the Victorian Registration and 
Qualifications Authority (VRQA) 

 a nominated parent or carer is responsible for setting the child’s educational 
program 

 a nominated parent or carer is responsible for making sure the child receives 
regular and efficient instruction across eight key learning areas – including English, 
mathematics and science 

 a nominated parent or carer is responsible for documenting how the registration 
requirements are met. 

http://www.sunshineheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:sunshine.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning-about.aspx#link105
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 Video Conferencing WebEx 
We have continued to connect with students via WebEx this week and it was pleasing to see more students 
logging on for these sessions.  We do understand that at times the time may not be convenient to you, 
however we do encourage you to log on so that students can engage with their classmates and their teacher 
so they feel connected with each other. 
 
WebEx is the preferred video conferencing system supported by DET. We will continue using WebEx lessons 
next week so make sure you look out on Seesaw for the meeting code and password. 
 

 Online resources  
PM Books: We are aware at times that these books are not always available or the system is slow.  Cengage 
are aware of this problem and are trying to resolve this so that this resource is available without any issues. 
 
Mathletics: Teachers have worked extremely hard to send codes out to parents.  Tasks will be set for your 
child to work on to develop their mathematical understanding in concepts covered each week.  Teachers will 
also allow students to use the full function of this website where students can challenge their mathematical 
knowledge with other students around the world (safely) and play also interactive educational mathematical 
games. 
 
Student data and Privacy 
Due to remote and flexible learning we have audited and updated the following polices: Privacy and Digital 
technologies. 
 
We have included these policies and an online service document regarding use of student data whilst using 
online platforms on the website for your reference.  Use of data of all our families is carefully used in line with 
DET guidelines. 
  
Thank you once again for your support at this time.  We appreciate your feedback and kindness that everyone 
has shown. 
  
Lesley Besanko 
Acting Principal 
 
 
 
 
Message from School President:  
Parents and Guardians are invited to join the School Council Policy group. This group look at the school 
policies and make sure they are in line with DET guidelines and relevant within our school. 
 
This year we will be working on the following policies: 

 Bullying Prevention  

 Inclusion and Diversity  

 Student Wellbeing and Engagement. 

We will meet at 9:15am on Friday mornings on these dates: 
Friday, 8 May 2020 
Friday, 5 June 2020 
Friday, 4 September 2020 
Friday, 9 October 2020 
Friday, 13 November 2020. 
 

For now the meetings will be held online through video and email. If you are interested in attending all 
meetings or for a specific policy, please email Sarah Weston at sarahweston@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
 

http://www.sunshineheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:sunshine.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:sarahweston@optusnet.com.au
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Year 6 to Year 7 Transition 2021: Update 

All Transition Info packs went home to parents last week.  
 
All families of Grade 6 students should have received this pack by now.   
 
Inside was the Application and information booklet as well as a stamped return addressed envelope.   
 
The WHITE Application for Year 7 Placement 2021 form needs to be returned by mail or handed into the 
office by Friday 29th May. 
 
If you have not received this pack, need help or have any questions, please call or email the office and we will 
be happy to assist you. 
 
Thank you 
 
Christine Forrest 

 

 
 

Reflections from student Leaders on Remote and Flexible Learning 
 

Lockdown Update 
The last lockdown writing I did was all about how boring isolation is and how sick I am of being in my house.  
But now, since we finally got the wifi working, everything has been smooth and calm.  My grandmother got me 
a new phone and I have been able to Facetime and call me family and see how they are doing and finally 
spent some time with my sister and my dad and my mum – but my brother is still annoying.  We keep fighting 
but I don’t care because he always starts it! 
Now that we have wifi you would think that we would be stuck on our phones and games, but we know that if 
we don’t listen to the teacher we will not be able to have our electronic devices and in Sport, if we don’t listen 
to the Sport’s teacher/dad – no electronics for you, not even one little peep on the phone! 
My cat, Tiny is happy that we leave her alone when she wants to sleep and play with her when she feels like it 
– which is basically NEVER! One out ten basically. 
So far our life has been good and online learning has been great.  I can’t wait to see my friends again. 
By Matina  
 
I think it’s been a challenge for everyone transitioning from going to school every day and now being stuck at 
home remotely learning.  But I think I can speak on behalf of the students and staff that we have adapted well 
with a growth mindset.   
For myself, I struggled with motivating myself with having the mindset.  At my home is a place where I can 
spend time with my family and relax, then school is a place where I get my work done.  After I broke through 
that, I have had a great time learning new things, having catch ups on Webex and more. 
Regards, 
Jessica  
 
 

Remote Learning Journey 
 
It’s been a challenge for everyone adjusting to the new way of doing things.  It’s hard to watch this pandemic 
unfold around us, but don’t be discouraged.  We are all working our absolute hardest to stop the spread. 
I never imagined I’d be doing my school work in my pyjamas.  The school setting has changed drastically.  My 
dining room has now become my classroom. 
I miss my friends and I am sure we all do, but I am grateful that they are only a call away. 
I hope you all stay well and safe and continue to thrive as curious learners. 
Kayla  
 

http://www.sunshineheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:sunshine.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Remote Learning Reflection 
 
Since the start of remote learning, I’ve gotten better at using Seesaw and juggling between different jobs. On 
the first week of online learning, I was having a hard time managing all of the activities thrown my way 
because I wasn’t checking the activities or messages on Seesaw. So then, my whole computer was piled up 
with all sorts of activities that I needed to finish. Remote learning is definitely harder than normal school for me 
because my teachers give me my assignments all at once and I have to think of which assignment I’ll have to 
do first. Because of remote learning, I have gained time management skills and learned to prioritise my 
activities. I hope everyone is doing well and keeping safe. I wish to see you all in the near future. 
Matteo  
 
Hi everyone, it’s Liam. I’m here (well, actually, I’m not. I’m still at home, just like you probably are) to talk 
about isolation. I know it has been a bit tricky to adjust to everything. For example: Seesaw, learning on a new 
app that a lot of us haven’t used before. Not being able to see our friends! Our parents having to work at 
home or around school time, our teachers having to write back to 19-23 students. Everything is just a bit more 
stressful. But I’m not here to talk about the negatives. Here are some benefits of staying at home: 
1. Instead of frantically running around trying to get out of the door (this happens to me a lot), you can wake 
up, walk into the living room or dining room and you are at school! 
2. You get to spend more time with your family 
3. Lunch is hot 
4. You are allowed to wear PJ’s at any time (I’m in mine now!) 
5. You’re in the comfort of your own home 
I don’t want to go on and on so here is a new topic, school. I don’t know about you but I’m enjoying online 
school. It’s fun trying all the new challenges that our teachers assign for us and I have enjoyed everything so 
far.  
Isolation has been fun for me. I have enjoyed playing LEGO with my brothers and kicking the footy in the 
backyard. I think everyone would agree with me when I say that Mother’s Day should be extra special this 
year. Our mums should enjoy a sleep in or even a simple breakfast in bed. Well that’s all from me! 
Kind regards, 
Liam  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sunshineheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:sunshine.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

